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Austrian design manufacturer 
STEININGER is a third-generation 
business; current CEO and chief 

designer Martin Steininger took over the 
company, founded by his grandfather in 
1933, and steered it in a new direction, 
combining international designs with 
exceptional Austrian craftmanship. 

Steininger describes the company’s 
design aesthetic as “Minimalism meets 
functionality” – the company uses only 
premium materials such as wood, virgin 
stone, aluminium and urban concrete, 
and pursues the principle of “maximum 
simplification.”

“Mind you, in relation to the form, and 
not the equipment” explain Steininger. With 
unusual materials such as stone, concrete, 
aluminum or brass, he underscores 
the linear, at times archaic appearance 
of his designs. “Good design is clear, 
unobtrusive, timeless. Form follows function 
may be absolutely justified. My antithesis 
to this is: Aesthetics is function! Because 
things have to please. We assume that they 
work, otherwise the product would not 
make sense.”

The designer is inspired by nature, art 
and architecture. Role models are Adolf 
Loos, Josef Hofmann, Walter Gropius and 
Achille Castiglioni. He was also influenced 
by the minimal artist Donald Judd. The 
creative director designs everything himself, 
preferably with pen and paper.

ICONIC
A luxury label with showrooms in Linz 
and Vienna, Austria; Hamburg, Germany; 
St.Gallen, Switzerland, and London, 
England, STEININGER’s designs are in 

The Minimal
ATTITUDE

Austrian design manufacturer STEININGER has a purist approach to kitchens 
and interiors. CEO and chief designer Martin Steininger tells us more - or less

Left: Martin Steininger: “Things have to please”
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demand internationally, and its designer 
kitchens often win awards, including in 
2018 and 2019 for its brand image and the 
FOLD kitchen island: as well as German 
Innovation Awards, RedDot Awards, H&D 
Awards and Iconic World Awards. 

Steininger’s latest design is an iconic 
black steel kitchen block with a black 
stone worktop that seems to be floating, 
at first glance more of an art object than a 
kitchen unit. “The FOLD is a self-contained 
geometric body that takes back its 
power but not its presence”, says Martin 
Steininger. “Puristic intensity paired with 
perfect functionality. The design language 
is reminiscent of origami, the art of paper 
folding. The high-tech functions are hidden 
and cannot be seen from the FOLD in 
BLACK, the name of the unique kitchen.”

FOLD is then typical of STEININGER’s 
sense of connection between art and 
design. “The connection is as complex as 
it is fascinating” says Martin Steininger. 
“Each of us will have a different perspective 
on this, but the connection is clearly there! 
Design tries to find solutions to problems 
and thus always aims for a specific 
result. In my view, art, on the other hand, 
does not pursue any specific objective. 
It is described as an independent act of 
freedom that often raises questions and 
creates space for debate and discussion”.

NATURAL 
“For us, the kitchen is a design object - in 
the process of creation it is like art on paper. 
Our models are perceived as an art object 
in space. It is important to us that you don’t 
see the kitchen function at first glance, 
even though it is there at the highest level. 
Minimalism on the outside, full functionality 
on the inside!”

The minimal and even archaic look of 
Steininger’s design is a significant part of 
a reductive aesthetic. “For me, reduction 
is a stylistic device” he says. “Purism with 
clear corners and edges runs through all 
my designs, because minimalism is not a 
fashion, but an attitude.

“For me, beauty lies in simplicity and 
clarity combined with natural materials. This 
is timeless. And only the timeless survives 
or has the potential to become a classic.”

Part of Steininger’s philosophy, of 
course, is the idea of sustainability and a 
reliance on natural materials. “The focus 
is clearly on creating sustainable values, 

in architecture as in design” he explains. 
“Design must look appealing and be 
technically perfect. We assume that they 
work, otherwise the product would have no 
meaning. We create a new kind of spatial 
experience, feel and sensuality. Natural 
materials play a major role in this. 

“In our manufactory, a wide variety of 
surfaces, materials and substances such 
as urban concrete, the finest natural stone, 
fine woods, rare metal alloys, aluminium 
or brass are elaborated. We combine 
state-of-the-art technology with artisanal 
craftsmanship. The result is unique pieces 
of perfect quality.”

So where will STEININGER’s design 
philosophy lead next? “People want to 
design a home that reflects their values” 
says Martin Steininger. “However, the ideas 
are often very complex. Our job is to turn 
these ideas into realisable projects.

“We see a building as a setting, as a 
scenography, yes, as a theatre stage. For 
us, the overall picture always counts, and 
it has to be right. The aim of good design 
and architecture should be to create good 
places that serve the users, and, yes, also 
improve their lives.” 

www.steiningerdesigners.com

STEININGER’s FOLD in BLACK 
kitchen design, “a self-contained 

geometric body that takes back its 
power but not its presence”

ARCHITECTURE // COLLECTIONS

 ARTS & COLLECTIONS   87 www.artsandcollections.com

AC21 Luxury Homes.indd   87AC21 Luxury Homes.indd   87 09/11/2022   11:4209/11/2022   11:42



Steininger Designers.indd   1Steininger Designers.indd   1 28/07/2022   10:1528/07/2022   10:15



brand

brand

Steininger Designers.indd   2Steininger Designers.indd   2 28/07/2022   10:1628/07/2022   10:16




